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Article 1. Powers and Duties of the TSRG

The Technical Standards Review Group (Group) will meet semi-annually 

to discuss, among other topics, the Technical Standards Manual which encompasses both common and Company-specific technical standards for DG interconnection.  Group resolutions with regards to DG interconnection technical standards shall be decided by majority vote of the Technical Standards Review Group. The Utilities have the absolute right to update and modify the Technical Standards Manual to account for changes in accepted industry practices, evolving standards, etc. The utilities will provide notice and explanation of update/modification of the Technical Standards Manual  (both common and company specific) to the Technical Standards Review Group.   Differences of opinion, majority and minority positions, regarding technical standards will be recorded by the Group. The Group will allow non-utility parties a formal process for providing input, for appealing technical changes and for consulting non-utility technical expertise.
Article 2. Membership

Section 1. Group Composition and Qualifications 

The Technical Standards Review Group shall be composed of 7 members - one representative each from the four Utilities and three non-utility representatives. All 7 members shall be engineers with electric supply systems experience with DG interconnection expertise. Utility representatives shall be appointed by each of the four investor-owned utilities: NSTAR, WMECO, Unitil and National Grid. The three non-utility representatives shall be composed of one Government/Customer member and two distributed generation industry members. Note: The DPU shall be allowed to participate in the review and modification of the Technical Standards Manual; provided however, only as an ex-officio non-voting member of the Group. 

Section 2. Vacancies and Election


Vacancies by resignation or removal shall be filled, as soon as practicable, in the following manner: -
1) The Government/Customer member shall be nominated and appointed by a majority vote of the following three parties: Harvard E&U, MA CEC, and CVEC/CLC in consultation with the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources (DOER). If one of the three government/customer parties is no longer willing or able to participate in the nomination and voting process the DOER may appoint a new government/customer party to participate; provided however, that the number of state agencies represented does not exceed one. 
2) A distributed generation industry member nomination  to either of the two distributed generation industry member positions shall require the endorsement of at least three non-utility members of any of the following organizations: SEIA, SEBANE, NECHPI, and USCHPA. Following nominations the Officers with the consultation of the Group,  shall prepare a ballot to eligible interested parties with the list of nominees and the names of their respective organizations. The nominee receiving the most votes by the non-utility distributed generation members of SEIA, SEBANE, NECHPI and USCHPA organizations shall be the appointed member. No nomination or vote shall be made by, nor shall a ballot be addressed to, an organization not performing DG interconnection in Massachusetts. Both of the two distributed generation member positions shall not be occupied by representatives of the same technology type (i.e., CHP and solar). 
3) Utility members shall be appointed by their respective utility. 


Section 3. Attendance

Expectation that these will be in-person meetings. As a result of extenuating circumstances, Group members may participate and vote in a meeting by means of a conference telephone or other equipment allowing all persons participating in the meeting to hear each other at the same time. Participation by such means shall constitute presence in person at the meeting; provided however, phone participation shall not replace regular in-person attendance at meetings. If unable to attend a meeting in person or by means of a conference telephone, the member unable to attend may designate an alternate attendee to observe the meeting

, but this attendee may not participate in discussions or deliberations of the Group. The alternate attendee may participate if: 1) the attendee satisfies the technical expertise requirement of the Group; 2) the member unable to attend temporarily yields their position;  and 3) at least two other group members endorse the alternate's participation. An alternate attendee shall not serve in an officer role of an absent member. A member who misses a meeting shall be updated on the meeting by the meeting summary. Each member must attend 75% of all regular meetings over a rolling two year period or have an excused absence as approved by a majority vote of the other members. An excused absence shall be excused only if a member provides an excuse to the Group prior to a scheduled meeting. A member participating in a meeting via telephone or video conference, is deemed to be in attendance at a Group meeting however no more than 25% of a member's attendance at regular meetings over a rolling 2 year period shall be by telephone or video conference. 

Section 4. Removal of Members

The Technical Standards Review Group may remove a member with cause by a unanimous vote of the other members. Any member failing to meet the attendance requirements must be removed by the Group by an affirmative vote of a majority of the other members. Any Group action to remove a member, shall not be valid unless each member is given at least ten days written notice that the matter will be voted on at the following meeting. A member may resign at any time by delivering written notice to the Officers. A member may be removed by the other members of the Group by a 2/6th vote of the other members if the member changes organizations such that he/she cannot accurately represent the interests of the parties that nominated that member. 


Article 3. Meetings

The officers will coordinate with members to the extent possible to schedule regular and special meetings so that all members will be able to attend in person. Meetings will be open to the public as observers only. 

Section 1. Regular Meetings

Regular meetings shall be held not less than two times each year at the principal office of the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources in Boston, Massachusetts; provided however, that a regular meeting may be held away from the principal office if so ordered by a supermajority of the Group at a meeting preceding such meeting and by posting notice of the time and place of the meeting ten working days in advance of the meeting.

Section 2. Special Meetings

A special meeting of the Technical Standards Review Group shall be held if two of the three non-utility members request it, 

by notifying the officers, following an update/modification to the Technical Standards Manual (company specific and/or common). Special meetings provide the utility representative(s) the ability to explain and discuss the update/modification with the non-utility parties. A special meeting following an update/modification shall include: the utility representative(s) making the update/modification and any other members of the Group. 

The Chair with the approval of the Vice-Chair may call a special meeting for any other purpose. 



Business transacted at all special meetings shall be confined to the objects stated in the agenda and allow for discussion on those objects.

Section 3. Notice

Members shall receive from the Chair, or the Secretary as his/her designee, written notice not less than ten working days before a regular meeting with the agenda and the place, date and time of the meeting. 



Members shall receive from the Chair, or Secretary as his/her designee, written notice not less than five working days before a special meeting including a summary of the matter to be discussed and the place, date and time of the meeting. 

Notice for regular meetings will be posted online on a publically accessible website not less than ten working days before a regular meeting with the agenda and the place, date and time of the meeting. 



Section 4. Quorum

A super-majority 
of 5 members 
shall constitute a quorum for transaction of business at a regular meeting. A quorum for transaction of business at a special meeting shall be a simple majority of 4 members of the Group; provided however, that at least two non-utility parties be in attendance. 

Section 5. Order of Business and Rules of Procedure

Each member of the Technical Standards Review Group - including the Chair - shall have one vote of equal weight. The votes of a majority of the Group shall be necessary for adoption of resolutions. Majority and minority positions shall be recorded on resolutions where requested by the minority.
 
Procedural rules of order (i.e. Robert's Rules of Order) shall be determined by the Chair and Vice Chair prior to the regular meeting following the first meeting of the Technical Standards Review Group in January 2013; provided, however, that the rules be conducted in a manner that are consistent with this Bylaw.


Section 6. Meeting Summaries

The Chair and Vice Chair shall ensure that summaries of each regular and special meeting are kept and adopted by a supermajority of 5 members of the group
. 
Summaries of meetings shall include: time, date, and place; a list of persons who were present, including Group members and the public (observers); a brief description of each matter discussed and the resolution, if any, made by the Group; and copies of each report or other documents received or approved by the Group from any member of the Group. Summaries shall be available on a publically accessible website. 

Section 7. Agenda

Each member will be able to add agenda items, in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair, at least ten working days before regular meetings. It shall be the duty of the Chair and Vice Chair to identify the major matters which require consideration before the group and determine the relative priority of such matters.
Article 4. Appearances Before the Group

Persons desiring to appear before the Group shall make a request in writing to the Secretary of the Group at least ten working days before the next regular meeting at which he or she wishes to appear. This request must set forth the purpose of such appearance. The Secretary shall transmit the written request to the Chair and the Vice-Chair for approval. The Secretary shall inform the person or persons of the Chair and Vice-Chair's decision. The decision by the Chair and Vice Chair must be unanimous to grant an appearance.
Article 5. Officers 

The officers of the Technical Standards Review Group shall be the Chair, the Vice Chair and the Secretary.


Section 1. Election and Term of Office

Each officer shall be a member of the Group. The Chair shall be the member elected by a majority of the Group. The Vice Chair shall be the member receiving the most non-utility party votes during the election for Chair. If there is a tie for Chair or Vice Chair the election will be run again for the office with the originally tied election results. The Chair and Vice Chair, in unanimous consent, shall appoint a Secretary. Any one member shall not hold more than two officer positions at one time. Any one member shall not be Chair and Secretary at one time. Term of office shall be two calendar years. A member shall be able to hold office an unlimited time; provided however, no member shall hold the same office for more than 2 consecutive terms in a row. 



Section 2. Removal of Officers/Discharge of Duties

Officers may be removed at any time by the affirmative vote of a 5/6th majority of the other Group members.

Section 3. Vacancies

Vacancies shall be filled as soon as practicable.


Section 4. Chair

The Chair of the Group shall preside at all regular meetings of the Group with the authority to vote, manifest an interest in the general business of the Group and perform duties customarily assigned to him/her.  He/she shall serve as an ex-officio member of all subcommittees of the Group with the authority to vote.

Section 5. Vice Chair

The Vice Chair shall act as Chair of a meeting of the Group in the absence of the Chair. In the event that the Chair of the Group becomes incapacitated or is otherwise unable to perform the functions and duties of the office, such functions and duties shall be temporarily exercised in an acting capacity by the Vice Chair to the extent such action is consistent with the bylaws and the original intent of the Technical Standards Review Group. He/she will assist the Chair and perform those other duties prescribed by the Group.

Section 6. Secretary to the Group

The Secretary shall be responsible to keep summaries of the regular and special meetings of the Group; he/she shall authenticate records of the Group; he/she shall attend to the giving and serving of all notices of the Group as required by him/her; he/she shall have charge of the summary book and such other records of the Group as the Group may direct; he/she shall attend to such correspondence as may be assigned to him/her and perform all duties incidental to his/her office. In the absence of both the Chair and Vice Chair, the Secretary shall preside at meetings of the Group.  




The Secretary shall prepare and the members shall submit reports, documentation, presentations and other information for inclusion in the relevant summary and on the publically accessible website.   

Article 6. Duties of the Group and Its Committees

The Technical Standards Review Group shall be responsible for transparently recording Utility rationale with regards to the Utilities' common and company-specific technical dg interconnection standards, updates/modifications to those standards, communications to distributed generation proponents made thereto, and distributed generation industry input with regards to those technical standards. The Committees of the Group shall review technical matters in the areas of jurisdiction assigned to them and advise the Group as to what, if any, changes of standards should be made or considered. Each of the Committees shall keep informed with respect to the manner in which the standards of the Utilities are being administered in its jurisdiction. 

The time and place of each Committee meeting shall be determined by the Chair of the respective Committee and communicated by the Secretary to the Group as well as posted on a publically accessible website five working days before the meeting. 

Section 1. Creation of Committees

The Group may establish one or more standing committees by a 5 member supermajority
 vote. The Chair and the Vice Chair shall each appoint two members to a standing committee

. Each committee shall elect its own chairperson. A majority of the members of a Committee, not including the Group Chair in his/her ex-officio role, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The standing committees shall have such authority as the Group shall provide, subject to the limitations provided in these Bylaws. The officers of the Group by a unanimous vote can dissolve a committee. 

Section 2. Limitation on Authority of Committees

The standing Committees of the Group shall have such powers, duties and responsibilities as may be assigned to them by the Group. Committees shall be bound by their Charters at inception. No committee of the Group shall alone have authority as to the following matters:

1) Filling vacancies in any committee of the Group.


2) Amendment or repeal of the Bylaws, or the adoption of new Bylaws.


3) Amendment or repeal of any resolution of the Group.


4) To change the authority of the committee as provided by the Group.


Business transacted at all Committee meetings shall be confined to objects within the Committees jurisdiction. 


A Committee of the Group shall not consider any request for reexamination of matters that have been previously acted upon by the Group within a period of one year unless, upon presentation of new evidence, a supermajority of 5 members of the Group determines it should be reconsidered.

Section 3. Communications with the TSRG

A standing Committee shall submit their meeting summary and detailed findings, including majority and minority views, to the Group at the next regularly scheduled Group meeting or earlier if previously requested by the Group. 


Section 4. Appearances Before Committees

Other persons desiring to appear before a Committee shall make a request in writing to the Secretary of the Group at least ten days 

before the next scheduled meeting of the Committee at which he or she wishes to appear. This request must set forth the purpose of such appearance. The Secretary shall submit the written request to the Chair of the Committee concerned for approval, in consultation with the Vice Chair. The Secretary shall inform the person or persons of the Committee Chair's decision.

Article 7. Code of Ethics

Members shall not accept or solicit any gift, favor, or service that might reasonably tend to influence them in the discharge of their official duties or that they know or should know is being offered them with the intent to influence their official conduct.
Article 8. Limitation of Activities

The Technical Standards Review Group, either as a whole by majority vote or in part if there is unanimous approval by non-utility parties, can communicate technical suggestions or appeals to the Department of Public Utilities; provided however, the Group shall not comment on, disapprove of, or endorse any legislative changes before the Massachusetts General Court.
Article 9. Amendment of Bylaws

These Bylaws may be amended or repealed at any regular meeting by an affirmative unanimous vote of the members; provided, however, that any proposed amendment to these Bylaws shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Group as well as a DPU ex-officio representative and shall be voted on at the next regular meeting. Any Bylaw, or rule of order, may be suspended at any regular meeting or special meeting for that meeting only by the unanimous consent of all present, provided at least six members are present.
�Wasn’t there agreement that could call special meeting more often if needed/


�Yes, you're correct see Article 3.2


�Shouldn’t this be up to the individual member rather than the Group?  And “alternate” is probably better than “proxy” if you aren’t letting them vote.


�You're correct, I guess it read differently than I intended


�Should utilities be allowed to permanently change their member at any time and w/o approval of group?


�Good question. I think the language is broad enough in 2.1 and 2.2.3 that the utilities could do that. High turnover though would probably be detrimental to a productive group


�Shouldn’t utilities also be able to request a special meeting?


�I believe the sentence following this paragraph allows for that


�Need to define Chair and Vice Chair before use terms


�See below (Article 5)


�Should make this at least 2 weeks for regular meetings


�That sounds good


�How is this different from above?


�You're correct it is essentially the same, provided however; that it clarifies the agenda, place, date and time should also be posted online so that the public is aware of the meeting and can attend if they'd like


�Need to define is this 4, 5, or 6  members


�Good question, 5 members seems to make sense


�I prefer meeting summary to minutes—as minutes often imply more of a transcript


�That sounds good - I've made the suggested change through-out the bylaws


�Again define supermajority


�Got it


�A simpler alternative would be for the Chair to be appointed by the Utilities, and Vice-Chair by the non-utility members, and the chair and vice-chair together appoint a secretary


�That makes sense


�Not sure that you want one of the 7 members to be the secretary.  It’s very difficult to do the notes for meeting summary and fully participate as a member.  Suggest open secretary to non-member agreed to by Chair and Co-Chair


�Hmm... maybe this would be a good role for an ex-officio DPU staff member


�Again, supermajority not defined.  Do you mean simple majority of 4?  Or 5 or 6?


�So are committees limited to 4 members each?


�Good question. The Chair also can serve as a voting subcommittee member, so effectively you're at 5 members per sub-committee. See 5.4


�Is the purpose to speak or observe?  If the former, should be more than a week.


�Good question, the purpose is if that person(s) would like to speak





